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Historic Robinson 
House Stabilization
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pipeline stabilization 
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HELICAL FOUNDATION SOLUTIONS

Hubbell Power Systems, Inc. is the 
world’s leading helical pile/anchor 

manufacturer. The CHANCE® brand 
offers a technically advanced, 

cost effective solution for the Civil 
Construction and Electric Utility and 

Telecommunications markets. 
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® 

® PROJECT:

The Virginia Museum of Fine Arts’ (VMFA) Robinson House was originally built in the late 1850’s 

and has a long standing importance within Virginia’s history. In 2013, the house was even listed 

on the National Register of Historic Places. However, it required rehabilitation to stabilize the 

structure and bring the building up to code. The stabilization of the structure was followed by the 

construction of a 3,200-square foot expansion and an accessible entrance to the 7,600-square 

foot building.

BACKGROUND:

In September 2017, Howard Shockey & Sons, Inc. began working on the renovation. Stable 

Foundations LLC, who is a CHANCE® Certified Installer, was awarded the helical pile bid shown 

on Glave & Holmes Architects’ construction documents. Stable Foundations retained Structural 

Engineering Concepts to create the helical pile design for the project. 

PROBLEM:

J.A. Walder of Walder Foundation Products, LLC explains; “The site and age of the historical 

structure originally presented several challenges. For example, large equipment could not be 

utilized due to limited access, and vibration was a major concern, due to the age of the building 

and significant historical importance.”
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SOLUTION:

The installation and stabilization was completed in three 

days by a CHANCE Certified Installer, Stable Foundations, 

LLC.  Stable Foundations installed 29 type SS150 helical 

piles with a 5” Helical Pulldown® micropile grout column 

and 9 type SS150 helical piles that provided 70kip ultimate 

capacity to support the new structure. With the support 

of several state and regional agencies, the building is 

scheduled to open late 2018 as a regional tourism center 

housing exhibition galleries and museum offices.

The site and age of the historical 
structure originally presented 

several challenges. For example, 
large equipment could not be 

utilized due to limited access, and 
vibration was a major concern, 

due to the age of the building and 
significant historical importance.

-J.A. WALDER, WALDER FOUNDATION PRODUCTS, LLC


